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according to the organization’s year-in-
review report. CAP’s cell phone and 
radar forensics expertise either assisted 
or directly resulted in 35 of those saves.

CAP members supported 58 disaster-
relief operations across the nation in 2013, 
providing real-time aerial photography 
for emergency-relief organizations. CAP 
personnel also responded in their com-
munities to disasters of all types, including 
earthquakes, fires, floods, hurricanes, ice 
storms, and tornados.

In addition, CAP personnel flew 1,258 
hours of air defense-intercept operations, 
with their aircraft serving as low- and 
slow-flying air threats in exercises to train 
and evaluate air-intercept and ground-
based radar units.

The Civil Air Patrol is much more than 
a force multiplier for the Air Force’s air 
missions. CAP is also an award-winning 
teacher-support and youth-development 
organization, guiding more than 25,000 
youth in its cadet programs and impacting 
more than 300,000 students in schools and 
youth organizations through its leader-
ship and aerospace/STEM education 
programs.

For the entire Air Force family, the Air 
Force Association, and aspiring AFROTC/
JROTC cadets, finding and connecting 
with the closest CAP squadron should 
bring great benefits to home, school, com-
munity, and nation. For more information, 
go to www.gocivilairpatrol.com or contact 
afa@capnhq.gov.                                       n

Susan Mallett is the Youth Development 
program coordinator and AFA partnership 
liaison for the Civil Air Patrol’s national 
headquarters, and a member of the AFA’s 
Aerospace Education Council.  

The Air Force Association, Air Force, 
and Civil Air Patrol bring synergy to 
bear for America’s national security. 

CAP traces its founding to December 
1941, just days prior to Japan’s attack 
on Pearl Harbor. Established for civilian 
aviation defense purposes, the Civil Air 
Patrol added a cadet program in 1942.

AFA had its genesis in August 1945 
when Gen. Henry H. “Hap” Arnold, 
Army Air Forces commanding general, 
asked an Eastman Kodak executive, 
Edward Curtis, to create an organization 
among veterans returning from World 
War II that would promote airpower 
and the cause of a separate Air Force.

In January 1946, then-retired Lt. Gen. 
James H. “Jimmy” Doolittle announced 
AFA’s establishment. Doolittle became 
AFA’s first national president. Later that 
same year, Congress incorporated CAP 
for a nonprofit, humanitarian mission.

In September 1947, the Air Force 
came into being as an independent 
branch of the US military. CAP became 
the Air Force auxiliary in 1948.

By 1953, CAP was conducting avia-
tion training in American schools. In 
1966, the first 20 Air Force Junior 
Reserve Officer Training Corps units, 
led solely by Air Force retirees, joined 
in to help educate proud and patriotic 
cadets.

Fast forward to 2014, and the Civil 
Air Patrol still works closely with AFA 
and maintains its status as the Air Force 
auxiliary. It continues to supplement Air 
Force missions to preserve air, space, 
and cyber power.

The Civil Air Patrol is aligned along-
side Officer Training School and AF-
ROTC/JROTC under the Jeanne M. 
Holm Center for Officer Accessions 
and Citizen Development at Maxwell 
AFB, Ala. Comprising about 61,000 
unpaid professional volunteers, CAP 
augments the Air Force’s efforts to sup-
port emergency services, disaster relief, 
homeland security, youth development, 
and public awareness initiatives.

CIVIL AIR PATROL
Force Multiplier for the Air Force and Nation

Long viewed as a treasure trove—with 
its evolving aviation technology, educa-
tion, and training programs—CAP is 
recognized as a resource of choice in a 
time of dire budget constraints throughout 
the Defense Department.

To help the Air Force family become 
more knowledgeable about its “CAPabili-
ties,” the Civil Air Patrol introduced an 
online familiarization course in late 2013 
at www.capmembers.com/cap_univer-
sity/cap-familiarization-course.

“During my 23-year Air Force career, I 
had no knowledge of the Civil Air Patrol,” 
said CAP’s National Commander Maj. 
Gen. Charles L. Carr Jr. in the course 
introduction. “I wish I had been more 
aware so I could have taken advantage of 
all they have to offer in support of the Air 
Force mission and Air Force families.”

The course covers CAP’s role in na-
tional defense, its efforts to teach today’s 
youth science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics, or STEM, skills, as 
well as ways the organization can assist 
the overall Air Force in various missions, 
including disaster relief.

“CAP’s missions and capabilities are 
not as widely known within the Air Force 
as they need to be and this course should 
help change that,” said Carr. “I encourage 
everyone to take this course so more Air 
Force units, members, and families can 
take advantage of CAP’s missions for 
America.”

The Civil Air Patrol’s accomplishments 
in 2013 are awe-inspiring. For example, 
CAP members flew 95,139 hours last 
year, 75 percent of which involved Air 
Force-assigned missions, and they saved 
44 lives in search and rescue operations, 

Members of the Indiana Air National 
Guard’s 181st Intelligence Wing help 
prepare a Civil Air Patrol aircraft for a 
mission to assess flooding in central 
Indiana, Feb. 21, 2014.

By Susan Mallett
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